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BGYSA Philosophy:  BGYSA was founded on the following principles, which represent the 
ideals upon which it operates:  (1) That BGYSA is open, with equal opportunity for all players 
including both boys and girls, beginners and advanced; (2) That learning and maturing, striving 
and skill, go hand and hand; (3) That BGYSA honors the idea of sports as a pleasurable activity 
while insuring participation for all, and that it recognizes that children having a good time is as 
important for them as understanding the competitive aspects of winning and losing; (4) That 
BGYSA demands good sportsmanship, and believes that displaying respect for others is the 
major characteristic of good sportsmanship; BGYSA expects the highest standards of personal 
conduct from all players, coaches, and spectators at all times; and (5) That BGYSA fosters and 
accentuates teamwork to instill a sense of “community” in its players, coaches, parents, sponsors 
and board members and that BGYSA works together and takes pride in the accomplishments of 
each member of our community. 

Purpose:  BGYSA believes that recreational soccer is important now more than ever during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The pandemic has lasted for many months and will likely impact our 
daily lives for many months to come.  Children have endured significant anxiety.  Day to day 
routines have changed.  They have less social interaction with their peers.  Soccer will help 
alleviate some of the anxiety and bring a small sense of normalcy to there day to day life.  
BGYSA has taken the precautions needed and made modifications to the game to allow for the 
children to safely return to the playing field. 

Guidelines:  Safety is a priority for all involved.  BGYSA has reviewed the COVID-19 
guidelines for youth sports developed by the Rhode Island Department of Health.   

Infection Prevention Strategies:  Below are the requirements that must be followed at all times: 

 At least (1) BGYSA Board member will be at each field to enforce requirements and 
answer any questions.  Each member will be wearing clothing that identifies them as a 
staff member. 

 Must maintain stable groups of less than 50 (players, coaches and referees) throughout 
the duration of the season. 

 All participants must wear masks at all times while on the field except when engaged in 
active play. 

 All participants must enter and exit through the marked locations. 
 Signage will be placed at field entrance and several other strategic locations advising that 

masks are required by all participants while on the field. 



 Signage will be placed at field entrance and several other strategic location requiring 
anyone with COVID-19 symptoms to refrain from entering the field. 

 Coaches will verbally screen all players at the beginning of each practice/game. 
 Coaches will be provided with and will maintain sanitizer in their coaches kit for use by 

team before and after practices and games. 
 Limit of 2 spectator/guardian on the field sideline per playing child or referee.  Spectators 

must remain 10 feet from the sideline and 6 feet from each other at all times. 
 All referees must utilize electronic whistles. 
 Referees will be assigned to a stable group. 
 All balls, goals and other equipment will be sanitized before and after practices and 

games. 
 Practice and game start times will be staggered in order to allow for improved pedestrian 

and vehicle traffic flow. 
 Referees will be paid at the end of each day via a contactless transfer of an envelope in a 

plastic bin. 
 Coaches, players or guardians are not allowed to provide team snacks or other 

refreshments. 

Practice/Game Modifications: 

 Except for the goalie who is wearing gloves, players are not allowed to touch the ball 
with their hands.  Throw-ins will be replaced by kick-ins. 

 No spectator can touch the ball when it goes out of bounds.   
 No heading. 
 No slide tackling. 
 There will be no wall formation allowed on free kicks.  All kicks will be indirect unless it 

is a penalty kick inside the penalty area. 
 Players must limit physical contact as much as possible. 
 Coaches cannot enter the field of play at any time unless attending to an injured player. 

Stable Groups: 

Teams will be pooled so that the total quantity when combined is no more than 50.   

TOPS – BGYSA regretfully must eliminate the TOPS program from the 2020 offerings as safety 
of our players and buddies cannot be maintained. 

Schedule: 

Recreational practices will begin the week of August 31. 
Recreation games will begin on September 12. 
Recreational practices and games will end October 31. 
Picture day will be on September 19 and October 2.  NE Sport Photo will take an individual 
player picture then create a digital team photo using the individual player pictures. 

 



COVID-19 Response Plan: 

The RI Department of Health will be notified immediately by a member of the BGYSA board of 
directors upon notification of a participant with known or suspected COVID-19 symptoms.  
BGYSA will follow the RI Department of health guidance and instructions on how to handle the 
situation.  In general, when a participant is suspected to have COVID-19, the participant will be 
required to refrain from any and all recreational activities until a negative COVID-19 test is 
received by the BGYSA Board of Directors. 

Responsibilities: 

BGYSA Board of Directors:  The board is responsible for development and implementation of 
a program complaint with the above requirements. 

Coaches:  All recreational coaches are responsible for ensuring requirements are being met by 
their assigned team.  Coaches must notify a BGYSA board member when noncompliance is 
observed.  Coaches are also responsible for verbally screening players before each practice/game 
and advising the BGYSA board should they become aware of a participant to have COVID-19. 

Referees:  Are responsible for monitoring and enforcing the game modifications noted above.  
Referees must notify a BGYSA board member should repeated or intentional noncompliance be 
observed. 

Guardian/Guardians:  Guardians are responsible fore teaching their children the importance of 
social distancing and explain that participation in recreational activities is dependent upon their 
compliance with the above requirements.  BGYSA will monitor and enforce at the fields but 
guardians are liable for their children adhering to the policies.  BGYSA expects all families and 
guardians to be smart and accountable to allow for all activities to happen.  Ultimately, it is the 
guardian’s decision whether to participate.  Guardians must not allow a child who is feeling sick 
or experiencing any type of illness to participate in recreational season activities to ensure the 
safety of others.  Guardians are encouraged to utilize the Reopening Rhode Island screening tool 
form as a guide (https://www.reopeningri.com/resource_pdfs/COVID19_screening_tool_english-
new.pdf).  Any violation of the policies put in place will result in a board member asking the 
player and guardian to the leave the field. 

Players:  Players are expected to have fun while playing the game of soccer.  To continue to 
play, players must comply with the above requirements at all times. 

 


